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SECOND CAMPAIGN FOE THE PRESIDENCY
1892

THE formation of the Populist party in 1891
was followed by nominations for President and
Vice President in 1892. At the time of its
organization several leading men were men-
tioned as receptive or willing candidates, and
among these was General Weaver. The others
were either comparatively new men, like Peffer
and Simpson, swept into public notice by the
overturn of 1890, or like Donnelly with merely
local or literary reputations. General Weaver
was the only national figure who represented
the new issues forcefully. His reputation as a
public speaker and campaigner, together with
his notable service in Congress, had given him
a unique position. Likewise his candidacy in
1880 for the Presidency helped to make him
seem to be the logical nominee of the new party,
Early in 1892 a ticket consisting of General
Weaver and L. L. Polk of North Carolina was
regarded by many of the well informed as alto-
gether probable and suitable. Weaver would
represent the West in the new alignment of
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